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I ye love me, keep my commandments.” JohN XIv: 15. 


— — 


J. 18. Vol. III. Thursday, May 6, 1897. Price One Penny. 


GENERAL CONFERENCE. 
[Concluded from page 961.] 


THIRD DAY, APRIL 6. 7 
This morning President Wilford Woodruff appeared on the stead 
Immediately he was recognized by the people; the immense audience 
arose and greeted him by the waving of handkerchiefs. The President 
ann to the salutation by saying, God bless you all.” : 


We thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet, 


was sung by the choir and congregation. 
Prayer by Elder John Nicholson. 
The choir sang the hymn which begins, 


High on the mountain top. 


PRESIDENT WOODRUFF 

6. His remarks were as followẽwWs: 

I want 
prayers and faith I am here this morning. I have been considerably 
under the weather, as the saying is, for a little time past, but Iam glad 
to meet with you and feel to say a few words to you this morning. I 
know it would not be wisdom for me to attempt to occupy a great deal of 
time or say a great deal. First, I will say that I have followed the reports 
and sayings of the Apostles and Elders from the commencement of this 
Conference until this morning; what I have not read myself has been 
read to me, and it has been a great deal of consolation to me. I want to 
say to the Latter-day Saints, the God of heaven is at work carrying out 
His purposes in fulfillment of revelation and prophecy and inspiration, 
which He has given through His Prophets and Apostles and Patriarchy: 
from tlie creation’ of ‘the world until! this ‘hour. ‘And the Lord is not 
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going to fail on His part in any of these things. It is for us as a people 
to do our duty, to labor for ourselves and for our fellowmen; to occupy 
the time that we have here, to the best advantage we can, in trying to 
honor the Priesthood and people, to build up the kingdom of God, to set 
a good example, and to establish righteousness. And I want to say to 
the young men and maidens, my young brethren and sisters, who may be 
present here this morning, [ want you to make your aim high and realize 
that you have your generation, that you have your times granted in con- 
nection with your fathers and mothers in the building up of the kingdom 
of God. Do not spend your time in the follies and frivolities of this 
world, but try to improve your time. You occupy one of the most 
important dispensations and generations God has ever given to men, 
and I have a great interest for the rising generation. I know for myself, 
and not for another, that the Lord has raised up our children, our sons 
and our daughters, to stand in the footsteps of their fathers in the 
winding-up scene of the great work of the Zion of our God. I realize 
that they do not comprehend, in fact there are very few who comprehend 
to-day the position we occupy, and the responsibility we are under to God 
and the Holy Priesthood, who have raised us up and placed us here in the 
midst of a generation of men and women, children of men, upon whose 
heads are going to rest great responsibilities, in the great events which 
are to follow each other in quick succession in the day in which we live. 
As far as I am concerned, I do not know, it has never been revealed 
to me, why my life has been preserved, while the Lord has taken away 
Prophets and Apostles and other men of God, who have spent three or 
four, ten or twelve, fourteen or fifteen years in the capacity of the building 
up of the kingdom of God. Our Savior Himself was only three years and 
a half in passing through His experiences of teaching the people, the 
organization of the kingdom of God, the choosing of the Twelve Apostles, 
His crucifixion, His death and His resurrection. The Prophet J oseph 
spent about fourteen years in translating the Book of Mormon, the his- 
tory of the Jews, the House of Israel on this continent, and the dealings 
of God with that people. He performed that work, and brought forth 
the book of Doctrine and Covenants, a code of wald n as great in 
language and principles, and the account of as great and important events 
as ha ve ever occurred on the earth. He performed all this work in about 
fourteen years and a half. My brethren, the Apostles, two or three 
quorums, have passed away since my ordination; nearly all but myself 
up to a certain period, have passed. I am not speaking these things 
boastfully, but I am here, and it is my duty while I remain here, to try 
to say something that will be of interest to the Latter-day Saints. I am 
interested in your welfare, in the welfare of Zion. It is the Zion of God, 
planted; here by the hand of God, and the Lord has guided and directed 
it, and will continue to do o. 
Tou have Apostles with you, you have High Priests, aad. 1 and 
the other bodies of Priesthood, and they have a great responsibility resting 
upon. them, in the capacity in which they labor. I have a great desire, 
what time I do live, to see the people progress, to become united, to oom- 
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prehend and to understand the spirit and power of God and their calling; 
you should do this, and you have got to do something of this kind, in 
order to carry out the purposes of the Lord. You stand here in the moun- 
tains of Israel, raised up by the Lord. You have done a great work here, 
and there is a great deal more to do, You are redeeming the dead and 
the living, and sending abroad thousands of the Elders to warn the nations 
of the earth of those events which are to come upon them and upon us. 
Therefore, the Elders should try to be faithful, and we should watch over 
our sons and daughters, give them good advice, and set them a good 
example that we may have no regrets of their falling into principles and 
practices which are not right and righteous before God, on account of our 
example. 

I say, God bless you; Jabor for the Holy Spirit labor for light and truth, 
for revelation and inspiration, learn the mind and will of God concerning 
yourselves and the truth of the work of God on the earth. Keep your 
eyes open to see, your ears to hear, and your hearts to understand the 
truth, and that you may see the hand of God visible throughout this land 
and throughout this nation, and throughout the world, which will be 
more and more visible from this time to the n scene. God bless 
you. Amen. 

ELDER MARRINER w. MERRILL 

of the quorum of the Twelve, was the next speaker this morning. Follow- 
ing is a brief summary of his remarks. He said we had great joy in hav- 
ing President Woodruff with us. Our prayers that he might be permitted 
te be present have been answered. He had been led to reflect upon the 
instructions already given by the brethren, especially where they read the 
_ Scriptures, ancient and modern, and commented upon them. These books 
were very valuable, but not so much so as the living oracles. The two, 
however, made a complete guide. We could get along better without the 
Bible and Book of Mormon than be deprived of the living Priesthood, 
God's oracles associated with us, There had been evidences of a lack of 
appreciation of the leading officials of the Church. No one of the latter 
could be designated who had ever. sought for office. They had never 
asked the people to vote for them, and when they were sustained by the 
Church the voting was done voluntarily. The address which was pre- 
sented to the general Conference one year ago was scripture for the. 
government of the Church. It was sustained by the great body of the 
people, both in a general and local capacity. Numbers, however, had 
absented themselves from meetings where it was presented, because they 
were opposed to it. Every one of such would sooner or later apostatize 
from the Church unless they repented. God would not fellowship those 
who would not draw near unto Him and be in harmony with the authori- 

ties and councils of the Church unless they repented. The overwhelming 
majority did, however, sustain the servants of God. There was no half- 

way position, no neutral zone. God knew the secrets of our hearts and. 
would in time manifest them. All those not in harmony with the Church 
should speedily repent. Some men who held positions of importance 
were under this. need, yet they wished to retain their offices as teachers’ 
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of the people. All should examine their hearts and pronounce judgment 
that was just upon themselves. 

Elder Merrill now devoted attention to financial matters. He drew 
attention to the public indebtedness that existed in consequence of a 
tendency to bonding. This was, in his opinion, a disastrous policy, as 
the people were thus placed under bondage, and had to pay tribute to 
foreign capital. How many of the Saints were under the bondage of 
mortgages upon their homes, and how many had, from this cause, already 
lost their homes? Speaking again of public indebtedness, he remarked 
that some took the ground that our children would be benefitted by the 
expenditure of borrowed funds, and that they would redeem the bonds. 
It was the opinion of the speaker that our posterity would have enough 
to do without being placed under these huge obligations. 

Some had been prudent and had accumulated means by a wise financial 
course. When this was the case why not hand some of their surplus over 
to the Church to invest it. It would be perfectly safe, and would aid in 
increasing the material welfare of the people. It need not necessarily 
be given as a gift, but as a loan. It would be a good thing, however, to 
make gifts to the Church, to aid in the building up of Zion. Elder Merrill 
also spoke of the fund for the erection of a statue to Brigham Young, 
contributions to which had dragged somewhat slowly, and this should not 
be the case. He was of opinion that the memento of a great man ought 
to be completed at an early date and the necessary funds for the purpose 
be 

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH 

delivered a brief discourse upon the rights of the Priesthood. He bend 
that there could not be two parallel heads of the Church. The President 
of the organization was its head, and his oversight included its temporal 
as well as its spiritual affairs. Hence when any of the Saints aided the 
work of God by voluntary loans or gifts, they should. be tendered the 
trustee-in-trust. President Smith likewise advised the people against 
incurring indebtedness, especially of that character that would * 

their ae possession of their homes. | | 
3 ELDER ANTHON H. LUND, 2 180 
of the quorum of the Twelve, was the next speaker. His opening dee 
were devoted to the necessity of religion olasses, which had already been 
spoken upon by President Cannon. He read from a revelation on page 
250 of the Doctrine and Covenants, which treats upon the obligation of 
parents to teach their children the principles of the Gospel and to pray 
and walk uprightly before the Lord. This revelation was given as early 
as 1831: He characterized as falacious the idea that some men bad on 
this subject. They considered it better not to teach their children relig- 
ion but to allow them to grow up without such instruction and at a later 
stage let them choose for themselves. No child could’ grow up with 
out being impressed in some direction, and if they were not inclined to 
Godby proper training they were likely to be godless in later life. If parents 
did nt do their duty, according to the law laid down dy the fiord, and 
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bility for their condition would lie at the door of their parente—the: sin 
would rest upon their heads. The training obtained by the children in 
the Sunday Schools and Primary associations was not sufficient; the fun- 
damental part of it must be laid in the home. Continuing. in this line of 
thought, the speaker stated that the young men in the Church schools 
were prepared when they went on missions abroad to enter immediately 
upon their ministerial duties: We were. not able at present, however, to 
maintain an extensive Church school system, and this made the religion 
classes all the more necessary. Tne closing portion of the discourse was 
devoted to showing that education, i in order to be full and well-balanced, 
must include moral, physical and eer as well as the usual ae 

tual training. | 
The choir the anthem, 
Let the 


Benediction by! Elder Angus M. Cat ; on. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Singing by the choir of the hymn which commences: 


What was witnessed in the heavens? 


Opening prayer by Elder John W. Hess. 3 
The choir sang the hymn which begins, c 
| Babs O my Father, Thou that dwellest. 


Haden Joseph F. Smith read the following reports for a0 which 
made the following exhibit: _ 

Relief societies, membership, 24,473; meetings held, 5,119; increase, 
3,700. J. L. M. L. A. membership, 15,567; associations, 423; increase, 683; 
meetings held, 15,200, Primary Associations: number of associations, 
484; officers and members, 36,500; meetings held, 14,500. Brigham Young 
Academy board: Geo. Q. Cannan, Salt Lake City; ; David John, Provo; 
Reed Smoot, Provo; W. H. Dusenberry, Provo; Brigham Young, Salt 
Lake City; Don Carlos Young, Salt Lake City ; Susa V. Gates, Provo; 
Stephen L. Chipman, American Fork; Wm. H. Seegmiller, Richfield; Karl 
G. Maeser, Salt Lake City; Thos. K Cutler, Lehi; Edward Fartridge, 
Provo. These members of the Brigham Young Academy board were 
sustained by unanimous vote of the Conference, a provision of the new 
charter of the institution requiring that the names of the members be 

presented to the General Conference. : ey 
THE GENERAL AUTHORITIES 
were presented to the Conference by President Joseph F. Smith as follows: 

Wilford Woodruff, as Prophet, Seer and Revelator, and President of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in all the world. eo 

George Q. Cannon as First Counselor in the First Presidency. 

Joseph F. Smith as Second Counselor in the First Presidency. 

Lorenzo Snow as President of the Twelve Apostles. _ 

As members of the quorum of the Twelve Apostles—Lorenzo Snow, 
slin D. Richards, Brigham: Young, Francis M. Lyman, John Heary 
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Smith, George Teasdale, Heber J. Grant, John W. Taylor, Marriner W. 
Merrill and Anthon H. Lund. 

The Counselors in the First Presidency and the Twelve Apostles as 
Prophets, Seers and Revelators. 

Patriarch to the Church—John Smith. 

First Seven Presidents of the Seventies—Seymour B. Yousg: 0 D. 
Fjeldsted, B. H. Roberts, George Reynolds, Jonathan G. Kundan and 
Rulon S. Wells. 

William B. Preston as Presiding Bishop, with Robert T. Burton as his 
first and John R. Winder as his second counselor. | 

Franklin D. Richards as Church Historian and General Church Recorder, 
with John Jaques and Charles W. Penrose as his assistants. _ 

As the General Church Board of Education— Wilford Woodruff, Letéheo 
Snow, George Q. Cannon, Karl G. Maeser, Willard Young, Anthon H. 
Lund, James Sharp, Joseph F. Smith and John Nicholson. 

As Trustee-in-Trust for the body of religious worshipers known as ‘the 7 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints—Wilford Woodruff. 

John Nicholson as Clerk of the General Conference. 

All of the voting to sustain the authorities was unanimous. 

ELDER B. H. ROBERTS, 
of the First Seven Presidents of Seventies, addressed the Conference. He 
said he did not recollect having attended a general assembly of the Saints 
when his joy was as full as it was now. He rejoiced that he was a Latter- 
day Saint. Such a privilegeas that now enjoyed was intensified bya sojourn 
in the world, in the midst of conflicting opinions, religious and otherwise. 
It had been his privilege to travel and preach the Gospel in some of the 
léading cities of the United States. He had been accompanied by Elders 
Geo. D. Pyper, Melvin Ballard and Edward J. Midgley. He wished to 
bear testimony to the statements made regarding the Lord softening the 
hearts of the people causing them to receive the servants of God and 
minister to their wants. The Almighty was doing this to a great 
extent, the opposition so manifest in the past being removed from the 
hearts of men. In times past the speaker had witnessed the vain efforts 
of faithful and efficient Elders to impress the truths of the Gospel upon 
the minds of the people; now equally efficient laborers were meeting with 
success and approbation, not only among the people, but also in the com- 
mendation of the press. The change manifested in the attitude of the 
press towards the work was most striking, reporters being sent to the 
meetings during Elder Roberts’ recent missionary work, and fairly accurate 
reports of meetings, articles of faith, etc., being published. This situation 
was referred to as an occasion for joy, not only on account of the new 
opportunities offered, but also because of the hand of God being so mani- 
fest in it. While in many respects this lull in opposition to the Church 
was promising, the speaker thought that fresh opposition might arise in 
the future attempts being made to overthrow the doctrines of the Gospel 
by arguments. But the present widening of opportunities showed the 
necessity of sending more laborers into the fields now opened. 
Brother Roberts spoke with reference to the mission in the cities he had 
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visited, stating that while conditions in the Southern States were improv- 
ing, in comparison with the violence shown to the Elders there in years 

past, this improved condition being dye to the faithful labors of the Elders 
who accompanied and succeeded that father of the Southern States mission, 
Elder John Morgan, yet the labor in other portions of the United States 
was opéning up just as faithfully. Elders Samuel G. Spencer and Samuel 
W. Richards had done much, under. God, to bring about this improved 
condition. The speaker believed there was no better mission than the 
ones referred to. The speaker closed with an expression of gratitude for 
these improved conditions and a prayer fora continuance of advancement. 

ELDER SAMUEL W. RICHARDS, 
late President of the Eastern States Mission, was the next speaker. He 
was called from his labors in the Temple two years and four months ago 
to fill the appointment to the Eastern States, and though he arrived there 
a stranger to the people, he soon found friends, their hearts being opened 
to the acceptance of the truth. Much was done through the papers and 
by personal visits to the people. By the various jubilee journals, his 
labors had been spread in many languages throughout the world, even 
Jewish and Greek editors manifesting interestin the work. The liberality 
of the Brooklyn press was spoken of in terms of praise, and Brother 
Richards expressed: gratitude for the inspiration and success that had 
attended him in his missionary labors. He anticipated a great harvest in 
that mission in the early spring, and hoped a greater number of Elders 
would be sent to assist in gathering it. Elder Richards had done much 
also in the way of correspondence, etc., in answering questions anit! ex- 
pera doctrine, a work which he expected to continue. 
PRESIDENT GEORGE . CANNON 
Ade some remarks in relation to the Brigham Young statue. Additional 
funds were needed to forward it as far as practicable by the time of the 
approaching Semi-Centennial Pioneer Jubilee. The statue association 
was anxious upon this subject, and it was desirable that contributions be 
forthcoming to carry out this project. The leading officers of the Church 
in every locality were requested to bring this subject to the attention of 
the people. 
President Cannon then spoke upon the numerous delusive influences 
that were being multiplied by Satan for the purpose of deceiving the 
Saints and drawing them away from the Gospel of the Son of God. He 
warned the people as they valued the salvation of their souls, to avoid 
them. He classed among these false dootrines those of what is called 
eo ‘science ; also the fallacious theory of reincarnation. 
3 briefly on 4 subject treated by President Cannon, regarding 
seducing spirits and delusive doctrines and characterized them as false, 
deceptive and of a nature to lead those who imbibed them to e 
The choir sang theanthem, 
, Glory be to the Lord, our Deliverer. 

adjourned for six months. 
- Benediction by Patriarch John Smith. 
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‘THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL SAR. 


THURSDAY, MAY 6, 1897. 


SCRIPTURES NOT CONFLICTING. 


THERE are people who, not properly understanding the Scriptures, 
have an idea that the doctrines taught in the New Testament conflict 
with each other. Sometimes our missionaries meet professed teachers 
of religion who say that faith alone will save mankind, and that it is 
not necessary to obey any outward ordinance of the Gospel. If they 
are reminded of the teaching of Christ and His disciples that baptism 
is essential to salvation, they try to justify themselves in the position 
they take by quoting the Savior’s words, “For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” They also refer to other 
passages of scripture where it is stated that mankind are justified by 
faith, and are saved by grace. They insist that there are more pas- 
sages of Scripture that declare salvation is to be obtained by grace 
through the exercise of faith only than there are scriptural passages 
which proclaim the necessity of works. This being the case they prefer 
to accept the scriptures which teach, as they imagine, faith alone as being 
essential to salvation, and reject the doctrines concerning works. But 
the Bible does not teach that works are unnecessary! In no place can it 
be found recorded in the Scriptures that faith alone is all that is necessary 
to salvation. Hence there is no conflict of doctrine concerning the neces- 
sity of works. Where the principle of faith is the anly one mentioned it 
is to be understood that the other ordinances are to be obeyed as well, for 
it is impossible to separate them. The active, living faith that is a power 
unto salvation cannot exist in the abstract, that is separate from the 
desire to obey, or to do the works necessary to salvation. Passive faith, 
or a mere assent of the mind to admit the existence of a fact is the kind 
of faith which the Apostle James says the devils have. They believe that 
Christ exists, but that does not save them. The only way a person can 
prove that he has an actual, living faith in God and in His Son Jesus 
Christ is to obey the teachings and do the works the Lord requires. A 
man who says he believes and refuses to obey contradicts his words by his 
acts, which proves conclusively that his words are not the truth. It is 
impossible to have faith in the doctrine that salvation can be obtained 
through Jesus Christ and at the same moment believe that it is unneces- 
sary to obey the ordinances by which the Savior N it is to be os 


3 4 
i 
— 
¢ 
* 


| THE PRESERVATION OF BODILY HEALTH. | 


Ne UMEROUS volumes have hens: . upon the subject of bodily health. 
Men who have made the human system à life study have given to the 
world many valuable hinta respecting the preservation of health. The 
eighty-ninth section of the book of Doctrine and Covenants is a revela- 
tion called the Word of Wisdom. In it the Lord makes known te the 
Saints what they should use as food for the body, and also what they 
should abstain from using. No better guide to health is known than the 
simple instructions contained in that revelation. The combined wisdom 
of all the medical men in the world, could not formulate better rules of 
health than those contained in it. A strict adherence to the counsel 
therein given is the very best preventative for all neun diseases, to 
which the human system is subject. : 

The Word of Wisdom should receive the most 3 consideration of 
the Latter-day Saints. It should be highly prized for its value as a means 
of salvation from bodily suffering. Indirectly, too, it is a great help to one 
in his efforts to obtain eternal salvation. By observing its requirements 
a person is better able to control his appetites, his desires and his passions. 
His will power is strengthened, and his inclinations for evil are lessened 
when ving! in conformity with the rules of health which it inculcates. 


— of sal soda have. been found on the sheet) of the 
Great Salt Lake, in the vicinity of the Saltair Beach bathing resort. 
Concerning the discovery the Salt Lake Herald says: 

“There are millions of tons of the stuff deposited on the line Legleniag 
with the point of the mountain and extending toward the north toa ones 

the center of Antelope Island. 

“Sulphate of soda is the first chemical change of salt i in the ee 
of carbonate of soda, or the sal soda of commerce. It crystalizes at 39 
degrees Fabrenheit, and the reason for the immense deposits of the stuff 
on the shores is that during the winters which have elapsed in the ages 
which have gone by, this sulphate has been constantly increasing until 
now it can be found in layers of reser from six inches to ten feet in 
thickness. 

„When the Saltair Beach 3 were driving the piles tor the pavilion, 
they encountered these stratas, and it was with some difficulty that piles 
were forced through them. Indeed at one time it was thought the loca- 
tion would have to be changed, but the happy discovery, by accident, that 
steam forced through a pipe to the stuff would. soften “ led to the — 
being completed. 

The salt company. concluded that blasting would ne 1 better 
accordingly engaged in it with the result that tons and tons of the thick 
strata were turned up and made ready for working. 

Of course the salt is impregnated with sand and that will hawt ‘be 
separated, but that i isa task be done ‘bat 

lite expense, in several ways. 
“Carbonate of soda when finished ‘$20 te $20 
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per ton, and is used extensively in the manufacture of plate glass, it 
adding a lustre which can be obtained from the use of no aner err 


Mrs. Saran Warns, who lives in Leeds, Washington County, Utah, is 
said to be the amg living pioneer of Utah. She was wen in . ion 


Norroz.— The ot the 
Sainte in the Newcastle Conference district will be held 1 , un 


Shields, on May 16, 1897. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS. 


Tun following named missionaries have been henoralilis e to an 
home on May 22, 1897: Anson B. Call, president of the Sheffield Confer- 
ence; Francis A. Stowell, Traveling Elder in the Irish Conference; William 
A. Thayne, Traveling Elder in the Newcastle Conference; Samuel Ban- 
ford, Traveling Elder in the Cheltenham Conference; A. M. Leddingham, 
Traveling Elder in the Scottish Conference; George Hind, Traveling Eider 
in the Nottingham Conference. 7 

Elder C. B. Harper who was released to return nennen April 29 has 
bens delayed, and will return with the above named Elders on May 23. 

Wm. H. Stott, Jr., who has been laboring as a Traveling Elder in the 
‘Leeds Conference, has been honorably released to return home on ee 8, 
on account of the serious illness of his wife. 

Elder Charles H. Skidmore has been appointed to reside over 0 
Sheffield Conference. 

ing in the Nottingham Conference and appointed to ne in the Nether- 
lands Mission. 

Eider Henry Hughes has been released from laboring in the Manchester 
and — to the Welsh Conference. 1 


INVITED TO PREACH IN A MISSION HALL. 


| ELDER SToNEMAN, writes as follows Ipswich Suffolk, under 


date of May 3, 1897:— 
“On April 9, 1897, I arrived in my new field of Sabon hese ns met 


Brother John Gull, my fellow-missionary. We started to hold — 


meetings, distribute tracts, etc. 

“Sunday, April 18, I visited my old school, the. Friends Adult Bible 
Class. It meets on the third Sunday in each month. After the subjeot 
had been announced, I 


and spoke about twenty minute. 


“The superintendent said he was very pleased with the: ee Steed 
made, and would like to hear from me again. But an aged gentleman 
opposed me, warning the members to be careful who they received; but 


they would not;listen to him, and put the proposition to have me speak 


again toa vote, and nearly every one voted for me. At the close of the 


** 
| 
; 
; 
1 
i 
; 
— 
i 
j 
; 
* 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ | 283 


meeting many came sind shook bands with me, and thelr: regret 
that any unpleasantness had occurred. 

“Tn the neighborhood in which T am the out that 
I am a missionary from America. On Sunday, April 25, a lady asked me 
if I would speak in a mission hall, as the congregation had no preacher. 
I readily accepted the invitation, and Brother Gull and I went and. took 
charge of the meeting. The people seemed very well pleased, and invited 
us to come again two nights in the week, and on the following Sunday. 
We have filled these appointments, and have been asked to come again 
this week, and next Sunday. In fact they are so pleased with the doctrine 
we teach that they want us to come as often as we can. We are glad of 
the opportunity, as there are no Latter-day Saints here to meet with.” 


SHEFFIELD CONFERENCE. 


‘Tax Sheffield Conference convened in the Arcade Hall, Market Hill, 
Barnsley, Sunday, May 2, 1897, President A. B. Call presiding. Services 
commenced at 10:30 a.m., and at 2:30 and 6:50 p.m. 

There were present: Rulon S. Wells, Jos. W. McMurrin and Edwin F. 
Parry, the Presidency of the European Mission; Elder Andrew Jenson, 
traveling in the interest of Church history; Elders David E. Randall, 
Wm. Green and Frederick J. A. Jaques of the Nottingham Conference; 
Elder C. L. Galbraith of the Newcastle Conference, and Elder Jed. String- 
ham of the Leeds Conference; President Anson B. Call and the Traveling 
Elders of the Sheffield Gene 

The speakers were: President Anson B. Call, Elder Don. R Colton 
and Pres. Jos. W. McMurrin in the morning; Pres. Edwin F. Parry and 
Elder Andrew Jenson in the afternoon; and Prests. Rulon 8. Wells and 
Jos. W. MoMurrin in the evening. 

The following semi-annual statistical renee of the Sheffield Oelen 
was read in the afternoon service: number of Seventies (missionaries 
from Zion,) 14; Local Priesthood, Elders, 14; Prieste, 10; Teachers, 2; 
Deacons, 9; members, 197; officers and members, 232; children under 
eight org of age, 22; total number of souls, 254. Number baptised, 13; 
emigrated (over eight years of age), ö; died, 1. Houses visited, in tracting, 
5,740; by invitation, 233; Gospel conversations, 1,507; tracts distributed, 
35,070; ; books distributed, 327; meetings held W. dogs 218; out-doors, 50. 

‘The General authorities of the Church and the Presidency of the 
sustained as President of the Sheffield Conference, and the following 
named as Traveling Elders: Charles H. Skidmore, John W. Crawford 
and Albert Glover in the Barnsley district; Simeon Walker and Henry C, 
Jacobs, Jr., in the Sheffield district; ‘Walter E. Maddison and Don. B. 
Colton in the Doncaster district; Christopher Wilcock and Wm. F. 
Tuckett in the Retford district; Abel M. Roper and Geo. H. Budd in the 
Chesterfield district; ‘and Orson Allen and Li d. 
Grimsby diatriot. 

The meetings were very well the andionces consiating of a 
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lege number of friends and atrangers as well as a good number of Sainta. 
During the services several selections were sung by a special choir reer: 
ized for. the occasion, and led by Brother Mellor of Sheffield. 

The Elders met in council meeting at 16 Middlesex Street, Monday, 
May 3, 4 10 a. m., and there received choice instructions from the presi- 
dency of the mission, for which they are very thankful, and feel much 
encouraged to go onward with renewed energy, in the cause of Truth... 

On Saturday evening, May l, a number of the Saints and their friends 
had an A r party in the Arvade Building. 

H. Sxuonk, Olerk — 


MISSIONARIES NOT APPRECIATED. 


Some of the effects of the labors of the Christian missionaries in India 
were recently set forth in an address given before a large audience in San 
Francisco. by a Buddhist, Mr. Dharmapala. He appealed to those who 
profess. Christianity to follow the teachings of the great Founder of thei 
religion, and not to corrupt the nations they undertake to evangelize, , | 
the missionaries in India he said that they teach the ignorant. people that 
their sins will be washed away, and, gladly accepting, this doctrine, the 
hearers became drunken or given to other evils. The Indians, hearing of 
the. glories of western civilization, assume Christianity, the garments and 
the whisky of the European and then believe themselves civilized. Young 
women impoverish their parents by buying bonnets and gowns, such as 
English women wear. British merchants import liquor and the mission- 
aries make no protest. The speaker further charged the Christians with 
| trampling the ethical teachings of the Nazarene under their feet. Even 
the missionaries, he said, disregard those teachings. If they were to follow 
them, they would doa humanizing, civilizing work. He referred to the 
licensing in Christian countries of the manufacture and sale of strong 
drink and the brutal cruelty to animals, particularly to cattle on the way 
to the slanghtering places, and closed by the. injunction: “Before a 
preach to us, reform yourselves.” 

Possibly. this eloquent Asiatic is inclined to look at European, aad 
American conditions through a veil of prejudice, but in the interest, of 
justice and truth it must be admitted that he announces a principle which, 
although self-evident, i is hardly ever acted upon by emissaries of modern 
Chrigtian denominations. Many of them have taken to the missionary 
field simply as a means of making a living. They may be theologians. 
somewhat of physicians and even philological scholars perhaps, but in 
many cases they have a very imperfect understanding of the real 1 mission 
of Christianity in the world. The consequence is that they act more as 
‘advance agents of human “civilisation” than as messengers of the Gospel 
Some of them have even considered themselves as the outposts of politiogl 
and meroantile schemes, or they have been so considered by the. nati 
they represent, and their labors have consequently been followed by the 
establishment of military stations. That missionary enterprises have 
“spreceded wholesale massacres of ignorant savages is admitted to be 
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deplorable, but consolation is found in the great doctrine of the “survival 
of the fivtest,” and 80 the work is continued. 1 

It is not often that the victims of un- Ohristian missionary efforts have 
intelligence enough to protest against the corruption of their brethren by 
the sins of civilization, but when this protest is being made, as it was 
during the congress of religions in Chicago and now by the learned Buddhist 
Dharmapala, the fact is brought home to all thinking persons that a time 
must come when Christian nations will have to account for the way’ in 
_ which they have used the talent that was entrusted to their care, also in 
their dealings with weaker family. Deseret News: 


THE POWER or Gop. 


— 


Our children should thaght to place a high 
our Almighty Father. All things are possible with God. There is no 
limit to His ability or His willingness to perform the greatest of works, 
however miraculous, that are necessary for His glory or the salvation: of 
His people. In our day men question the truth of the miracles which are 
recorded in the Bible. Even men who profess to be ministers of religion 
speak about miracles that were recorded by the ancient servants of God 
as myths. They do not believe them. No better evidence can be shown 
of the entire absence of faith than the way in which men refer to exhibitions 
of the Lord's power in ancient days. Because they do not see such things 
now, and have not these miraculous manifestations, they reject them as 
fables. The world is in a woeful condition in this respect. «Even where 
the Lord exhibits His power in a wonderful manner; they do not see it. 
Their eyes are closed, and they reject: the idea that the Lord’s power is 
shown. They look upon any results of this character as not being from 
the Lord, but as from — to 
perceive. 

It is this anbelif that’ the Latter-déy Sainte 
particularly in the case of our children. They are young and inexperi« 
eneed, and they see how learned men treat these’ great questions; and 
knowing them to be men of the world and of reputation in the world, they 
attach importance to their statements, and if not watched and put es 
their guard, they are apt to imbibe unbelief; and view the works’ of the 
Lord: from the standpoint of human reason atid knowledge. Mankind 
will not permit the Lord to have any glory or even credit for the wonder - 
ful works that Hie is performing in their midst... If a man, by: his 
ingannity-and skill, is able do wheb: Edison has done, in making an 
instrument which will receive the human voice. and human words in 
such a manner that years afterwards. the voice and the words dan be 
reproduced so that all who have known the man will recognize the voice, 
man gets the glory. It is Edison's inventive skill that is praised, and the 
world do not think that the inspiration of the Almighty has enabled this 
man: t6 perform this and other wondeérful. works. And so with many 
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The Lord is performing wonderful works in our day in fulfillment of 
His purposes and promises. But men close their eyes to them. One 
wonderful work that has been performed may be referred to, because! it 
shows how the Lord can bring about changes that are really marvelous, 
and yet men not give Him glory therefor. _ 

Before the outbreak of the Civil War, abolitionists were exceedingly 
unpopular, and were looked upon in many instances as very bad people. 
They contended for the abolition of slavery and the freeing of blacks. 
They were disliked in the North, though their lives were not in danger as 
they were in the South. In the South, in many places, an abolitionist 
was looked upon as unworthy to live. The Civil War broke out, and 
within five years the whole nation had become, practically, abolitionists. 
The slaves were made free, and the men were endowed. with citizenship 
and the franchise. A revolution was effected such as has scarcely a 
parallel in history. There is no power but the Lord’s that could have 
effected such a wonderful change, not only in the condition of the negro, but 
in the public sentiment of the nation.. The nation was converted, it can 
be truthfully said, to views whichis most of them a short time ee 


had 


“The power of the Almighty so wonderfully illustrated in 
events ought to inspire the Latter-day Saints with great faith and hope. 
The Lord has made promises to Zion. Sometimes, in dark hours, many 
ask themselves, when will these promises be fulfilled?’ The changes 
which are predicted are so marvelous that there are times probably 
when to many eyes they look as though they could not be fulfilled, 
or, at least, a great length of time must elapse before they can be 
fulfilled. But this is a view that should not be taken by those who 
know the power of God. We have only to review our own history for the 
past twelve years to be made conscious of how easy it is for the Lord to 
bring about any changes which may be proper in His sight. It was only 
a few years ago when it looked to many who did not believe, as though 
the overthrow of the Church of Christ was imminént. On every hand 
darkness reigned; prejudice of the most intense character prevailed in all 
quarters ; no one seemed disposed to extend the least favor to the members 
of: our Church, and the prospect, looking at it from a human standpoint, 
was indeed very gloomy. But it was not long until a change was apparent. 
Public opinion that had been so hostile, and that had justified the com- 
mission of great wrongs, changed so much that people began to look 
favorably upon the Latter-day Saints, and to speak of them with some 
degree of kindness. Anger was turned away, prejudice was softened, and 
a kindly feeling to show iteslé.: And been manifest now: 
for sometime: 

This change is very ft is thot of No 
power but that of the Almighty. could effect such a revolution in publio 
gentiment as we have witnessed. In-every land almost where the Elders 
labor, this great change is noticeable. Kindness has taken the place of 


hostility; sympathy is shown where persecution reigned ; doors are opened’ 


where formerly they were closed in the faces of the Elders; and a disposi- 
tion to listen to and reason upon the principles of the Gospel is seen where 
formerly any attempt to appeal to these sentiments was met by anger and 
execration, and sometimes by violence. 

It is marvelous what the Lord can 8 wr oe He stretches forth 
His hand. It is He, and He alone, that has wrought this great change. 
He has promised that He will soften the hearts of the people from time 
to time concerning His peopleand His Gospel. It has seemed many times 
in our history that if He had not done this, the trials of the people, the 
continual sacrifices which they were 9 to make, would have been 
more than they could have borne. 

These recent events to which I allude ed to bo ot — — 
| How Jong could the people have endured a continuation of such severe 
and cruel treatment and such deadly hostility as was shown to them! 
The Lord in His mercy said, “It is enough for the present; let my people 
have a season of rest and quiet.“ We are enjoying that now. We are not 
promised, however, that our trials are-ended, or that there shall not bea 
recurrence of Satan’s hostility. But the Lord will temper it to His en 


I call attention to these events that have taken place i in the history of 
the nation and in our own history, in order that we may reflect upon the 
Lord’s power and ability to effect great changes.and revolutions in a very 
brief space of time. He can turn the hearts of the children of men as the 
rivers of water are turned. He can bring influences to bear upon individ - 
uals, upon communities, and upon nations and work out wonderful results. 
And we as a people need have no fear concerning Zion, His purposes 
will be brought to their full completion, and no power can hinde. 
Our children should be taught this principle of faith. They should have 
laid before them the many instances of God’s wonderful deliverance in 
behalf of His people, so that they will have faith and never doubt, not 
alone His. power and ability, but His willingness also, to perform the 
mighty works that have been referred to by the prophets. There should 
be implanted in their hearts while they are young a feeling of entire con- 
fidence that there is no limit to the Lordy power. —GrorcE Q. Cannon, 
in Juvenile Instructor. 


MAY DAY IN THE ‘OLDEN TIMES. 


Int olden times the, May Feast was one of the great events of the yéar, 04 
towns and villages alike vied with one another in making this gratula- 
tion of the coming summer” a time of rejoicing and revelry, Long before 
sunrise of the May morn the citizens and villagers formed themselves into 
parties, and repaired to the neighboring woods and groves. While the 
lads were gathering boughs of the sweet-smelling hawthorn and preparing 
the maypole, the lasses would ‘steal away into the meadows, bejewelled 
with’ daisy and buttercup, and bathe’ their faces in the sparkling dew 
a sovereign recipe for making them beautiful and gather flowers for 
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